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     OUR MISSION:                                           

To create opportunities for personal contacts while gaining 
mutual respect and international friendship through           

organized exchange programs with our twin cities. 

 

A Message from your Co-Presidents -
A Look Ahead! 

Bonjour! Guten Tag!   
 

We hope you have had a safe and healthy start to 
the new year.  We wanted to update you regarding 
both adult and student exchanges.  Our exchange         
committee chairs met three times; in September, in 
December, and again in January.  Prior to our    
January meeting we sent out a survey to YTA  
members to see what they were thinking regarding 
exchanges.  At each meeting we discussed the pros 
and cons of starting exchanges in 2022.  Each time 
we came to the same conclusion, that the York 
Twinning Association is not able to send or accept 
groups of visitors for  exchanges in 2022.  We are 
disappointed about not being about to travel or host 
visitors, but our decisions were not made lightly. 
 

Many factors were involved in making this         
decision.  First, and foremost, is the health and 
safety of members from York, Arles, and LE clubs.  
Covid and its variants are still very strong in our 
area. Second, survey results revealed that 85% of 
members that responded, have reservations about 
traveling and would like to wait until 2023 to travel 
abroad.  Third, due to Covid, many families are 
concerned about hosting visitors at this time who 
may be required to quarantine due to travel         
restrictions or Covid outbreaks. The limit of visitors 
allowed into schools, lower membership numbers, 
and a lower budget reserve also affected our       
decisions. 
 

We have proposed the following schedule to our 
friends in Germany and France.  Although it may 
not be exactly what we all desire, it would get us 
back into our regular rotation in a fair and equitable 
manner while keeping everyone’s best interest in 
mind.  

Tentative exchange schedule: 
 
* Summer 2023 – YTA adults visit Arles 
* Summer 2023 – resume YTA student visit to 
 LE for 2 week exchange 
* Fall 2023 – resume LE students visit York for   
 2 week exchange 
* Summer 2024 – LE adults visit York 
* Summer 2025 – YTA adults visit LE 
* Summer 2026 – Arles adults visit York                   
 (US 250th anniversary w/French connections) 
* No decisions have been made yet about resuming  
 French student exchanges in 2023.  
 
We discussed the possibility of  having gatherings 
where we could have international “zooms” for adults 
and families.  We also talked about initiating an old 
fashioned penpal program for students that could 
evolve into virtual exchanges, although our schools at 
this point are not open to live streams with students 
during school hours due to the time difference and 
since what is streamed can’t always be controlled. 
Other thoughts and ideas are welcomed. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, friendship, 
willingness to adapt, be creative and flexible during 
these crazy times.   
 
Betty & Doug Stein 
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YTA Calendar of Meetings & Social 

Events 

MEETING DATES 
 

All meetings will be 2nd Wednesday of the 
month from 7:00-8:30 P.M., via ZOOM until  
further notice. All meetings are open to both 
Board and General Membership for remainder of 
year. Agendas & ZOOM link will be sent out one 
week prior to meeting.   
 

2022 MEETING DATES 

 

January—NO formal meeting due to January 
9th, Twelfth Night Event 
 

February 9th—Regular Board meeting 
 

March 9th – Regular Board meeting. 
 

April 8th — Wine tasting event—Virtual & 
live in home groups 
 

May 11th—Live meeting/ social.  Presentation:       
History of YTA and the York/Arles connection.  
Place to be determined  
 

June 8th—Regular Board meeting 
 

July 16th  - No formal meeting—YTA Bastille 
Day Picnic Social.  Place to be determined. 
 

August 10th—Regular Board meeting 
 

September—No formal meeting—YTA         
Oktoberfest Celebration, place to be determined. 
 

October 12th—Regular Board meeting/Budget 
Review 
 

November 9th - TBD 
 

December 14th—TBD 
 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
 Spring: Wine Tasting Social, Friday, 
April 8th.  (See details in this issue’s article) 
 Summer: Bastille Day / Picnic, Event to 
be determined for Summer 2022      
 Fall: Oktoberfest  Party, Event to be   
determined for Fall 2022. 
         Winter: 12th Night Holiday Tour 2023, 

Save the date—Sunday, January 8, 2023 
Interested in helping?  Contact Mary Homsher at         

717-659-6136 or mary@vidmarkdist.com 

BOARD OFFICERS 
Co-Presidents: Doug & Betty Stein 
Vice President:  Laura Koebnick 
Secretary:   POSITION OPEN 
Treasurer:   JaNeene Powell 
Asst. Treasurer:  Kyle Groft 
French Adult Exchange:  
   Ben Stein &  Jennifer Grim 
French Student Exchange:  
   Kristin Witmer & Kristie Spies 
German  Adult Exchange: 
   Hank Groat & Laura Koebnick 
German Student Exchange:  
   Cameron Murray & Hannah Heintzelman 
12th Night Home Tour:  
   Mary & Larry Homsher 
Webmaster:   Ken Krause 
 
General Fundraising: POSITION OPEN 
Marketing / PR:         POSITION OPEN 
Compliance Officer:   POSITION OPEN 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Newsletter:  POSITION OPEN 
Spring Wine Tasting Social:   
   Kristina Spies & Melanie Winter 
SummerSocial/Bastille Day:   
   POSITION OPEN FOR 2022 
Fall Oktoberfest:  Hank Groat 
Hospitality for In Person Meetings:  
   Kristina Spies 

YTA Board Officers & 

Chairpersons 

Where in York, PA can you see this plaque 
for Arles Park?       
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Submitted by:   
Kristina Spies and Melanie Winter 

 
Bonjour et Guten Tag YTA Members! 

 

We welcome you to attend the YTA 
annual Wine Tasting event on     

Friday April 8th from 6:30-8:00 

pm. It is with an abundance of    
caution that this year’s event has 

been planned to be held virtually. 
We  encourage you to gather a few friends,     

procure a few bottles of wine and enjoy an     
appetizer  together. Feel free to invite friends 
and family that are not yet a part of YTA. We 

are  always welcoming new members!  

Your group can tune into Zoom to 
participate in our virtual event. It 
will be a fun evening exploring 
French Rosés and German Ries-
lings. A sommelier, Jeff Baran, 
will be on hand live to discuss the 
wines and answer questions you 
may have about food pairings or 
wine styles.   Jeff is a 25 year wine Industry 
veteran with experience in the distribution and, 
most recently, supplier side of the business. 
Currently Jeff works for Rodney Strong Wine 
Estates, a long-standing Sonoma County  
Winery located in Healdsburg, CA. Rodney 
Strong makes world class wines from some of 
the most renowned AVA’s in Sonoma County.  
Jeff is well accredited and holds the WSET II 
certification 
 
Suggested food pairing— 
 
With Reisling:  Asian dishes such as Indian or 
Thai fare. Also goes great with sushi and 
sashimi of all sorts, cheese boards and even 
simple desserts 
 
With Rosé: Exceptional as a refreshing aperitif 
or paired with goat cheese and fruit. Spicy 
Thai Food or Shrimp Tacos are also great 
choices. 

JOIN US FOR A VIRTUAL WINE TASTING EVENT! 
Suggested Wines courtesy of Petra Meckly - 
wine expert - Fine Wine and Spirits: East York* 
German wines:  

• 2018 Single Post Riesling QBA, code 82962, 
$13.99 

• 2018 JJ Prum Kabinett Riesling, $49.99, code 
83857 
2019 Nik Weis Urban Riesling, Mosel, 3 Liter box 
$19.99 
French Rosé from Provence: 

• 2020 Commanderie Bargemone Coteaux d'aix 
Rosé, code 83408, $17.99 

• 2020 Miraval Côtes de Provence Rosé, code 
83402, $24.99 
*  2020 Clos Cibonne Tentations Rosé, code 
83396, $18.99 
  
*Due to supply chain issues, this year’s selections reflect the 
choices currently available in Pennsylvania wine and spirit 
stores.  Choices were limited from Arles, L.E. and surround-
ing vineyards. Feel free to choose any style you enjoy! 

Kristina will share a slideshow from her most 
recent trip to Provence as chaperone for the 

French Student Exchange to Arles in 2019.  

Dreaming of Provence -      
A photographic journey 
through the vineyards of  
Avignon and the perched  
villages of Lubéron with  
Kristi Spies, YTA board 
member: Hospitality Chair,           
and French Student   
Exchange Co-chair. 
 
Topic: YTA Wine Tasting Event 
Time: Apr 8, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83084111003?
pwd=Uk1iazdJNTA3SElhL082akhaeE9UUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 830 8411 1003 
Passcode: YTA 

 

Please RSVP by April 1, 2022 
spies.kristi@gmail.com 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83084111003?pwd=Uk1iazdJNTA3SElhL082akhaeE9UUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83084111003?pwd=Uk1iazdJNTA3SElhL082akhaeE9UUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83084111003?pwd=Uk1iazdJNTA3SElhL082akhaeE9UUT09
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 OSTEREIERBAUM     -    A GERMAN EASTER TRADITION    

Eggs are often referred to as a symbol of life and rebirth.  Many people 
decorate eggs at Easter as a way to celebrate Spring and the Easter       
holiday.  Have you ever decorated Easter eggs and hung them on a tree 
branch?  If so, you are taking part in an Easter egg tree tradition, known 
as Ostereierbaum, that can be traced back to Germany. One of the most 
famous Ostereierbaum  stood in a little town called Saalfeld, Germany. 
In 1965, a man named Volker Kraft and his wife decorated an apple tree 
outside their home with 18 eggs.  Each year, as their tree grew, they   
continued adding more and more decorated eggs to their tree.  By 2012, 
the last year they decorated their tree, it was covered with 10,000     
beautiful eggs!               Volker Kraft and his 10,000 eggs
     
To create your own Ostereierbaum this year, find a small tree branch, some twigs or pussy willow branches 
and place them in a large vase.  Stabilize them with small rocks or sand.  Traditionally eggs were hollowed 
out and hand-painted, but branches can also be decorated with ready-made ornaments or brightly colored   
plastic eggs.   
 
If you decide to make your own Ostereierbaum this year, send a photo of you with your tree to 
j1j2j31@comcast.net and we’ll include it in our next issue of Tete!  

NEWS FROM OUR FRIENDS IN ARLES 

Submitted by Michele Barlet & Evelyne Laurent 

 Arles – Verviers 
         A story of solidarity  
 
Last  July, Verviers, a Belgian city 
twinned with Arles since 1967, was hit by 
terrible floods that made more than 
15,000  victims . The mayor of Arles , 
who at the same moment, was lecturing  
in a public school, decided then with the 
members of the association Violoncell’ 
Emois , who was accompanying him , to 
offer all the benefits from this evening to  the victims . 
 
At once , the Twinning association of Arles Verviers , whose president is Marie –Paule Chauvin, started 
collecting money in the Verviers solidarity Kitty. On December 4th, in the hall of honor of the town hall, 
she received two cheques for the victims of the Belgian city: the first one of an amount of 1,000 euros, 
given by the Violoncell’Emois, and the second one of an amount of 3,355 euros, handed over by the 
twinning association of Arles and Marguerite Arsac and Michel Lupi, respectively former and new   
presidents .”A  double surge of solidarity “  highlighted  by the mayor of Arles , that featured the 
strength of the fellowship  between these two cities . In 2003, when Arles was stricken by floods,  
Verviers had then come to the rescue in a similar friendship  drive. 
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How have you been involved with York Twinning Association? Did you travel to Arles or 
Leinfelden-Ecterdingen?  Did you visit York on a Twinning exchange?  Were you a host for 
visitors during one of our many exchanges? Maybe you attended or volunteered during one 
of our exchange events. Maybe you still maintain close relationships with friends you met 
through YTA.   
 
Even though traveling at this time is limited by Covid restrictions, we still want to keep    

connected to our members and friends.  By sharing photos and stories we hope to rebuild relationships,        
reconnect with friends with whom we may have lost contact, and encourage others to join our association. 
   
Please consider sending us your photos and memories to share in future issues of Tete.  Send information to:  

j1j2j31@comcast.net   Subject line:  YTA Memories  

WHAT’S YOUR STORY ??? 

Eating snails! 

 

Me at the Roman Colosseum 

Dinner at Avignon Festival 

Onward to Germany 

Memories from 2007 
 
When I joined the Yorktown Craft Guild in the 
late 1990's I met Judy Orcutt. We became friends 
and she encouraged me to join the York Twin-
ning Association.  She said one can travel to our 
sister cities, have lodging and meals provided by 
our hosts and they will show us the sites. I asked,  
“Where/when can I sign up?”  Judy had become 
good friends with Evelyne in Arles, so in 2007 
we traveled there ahead of the Leinfelden-
Echterdingen exchange. We later met up with the 
other travelers from York for our exchange tour 
in Germany. I was hooked!  YTA is one of the 
best kept secrets in York. I think people should 
be scrambling to join! I can hardly wait to go 
back! 
   ~ Laura Koebnick  

mailto:j1j2j31@comcast.net


Page 6                York Twinning Newsletter  March 2022     

 

Historic Churches of Downtown York Showcased 
During This Year’s 12th Night Holiday Tour.  
 

This year’s tour was held Sunday, January 9th and featured nine historic 
churches of downtown York. Participants were greeted at each church by 
volunteer congregants and historians who shared the histories of their 
churches, each offering something unique. Despite the cold and rainy 
weather, there was still a very nice turnout. Nearly $2,000 was raised for 
YTA’s Student Foreign Exchange Program. A huge thank you goes out to 
everyone who made this tour a success!  

12th Night Holiday Tour Sponsors 
Help YTA extend our gratitude by continuing to support the following people and businesses: 

Control/Click on link to see news article— Great media coverage and photos by Bill Kalina, The York Dispatch  
 

“The weather was dreary, but the sights were dazzling . . . with each visit we learned something new and 
our appreciation of York’s rich heritage deepened.” 

 

“Best tour ever!”  /  “People have no idea what they missed!”  /  “This tour is worth repeating” 
A sampling of feedback received from enthusiastic tour participants. 

 

A big thank you to the 12th Night Holiday Tour Committee for their creativity in developing and coordinating 
such an amazing tour that allowed people to safely enjoy, experience and learn more about York’s extensive his-
tory, while also building awareness and support for YTA. Committee Members: Larry & Mary Homsher (Co-
Chairs), Jackie Bortner, Jennifer Grim, Laura Koebnick, Kathleen Rauhauser, and Kim Whitely.  
 
 

  Thank you to our volunteer greeters:  Maiqul Arrebato, Jackie & Mike Bortner, Shannon   
             Beschler, Elsbeth Bupp, Dan & Doris Deitzel, Hank Groat, Sandy Lease & Heidelberg UCC Girl   
  Scouts, Terry Loucks, Margie, John, & Mandy Marsh, Amy Matthews, Rita Meisenhelter, Kristi 
  Spies, Ben Stein, Betty & Doug Stein, Gregory Strickler, Carolyn Van Newkirk, Kim Whitely 
 

Business Sponsors      Community Merchant Partners 
Traditions Bank      Collage 
York Economic Alliance      North Beaver Street Shops—Boho Bella, Ewe and Me 
LNR Trucking       My Girlfriends Wardrobe, Pardon My French, Pineapple 
Mr. Josh Smeltzer at RBC Wealth Management   Home Gallery, Revolt Style Studio 
Mr. Lou Rivera and Mr. Ricardo Serpa   Royal Square Shops—Hive, Venture 
Hanover Auto Team       
Mr. John Ogden, Esq.      Media Partners      
Amy Fry  Cathy Burkhart, Coldwell Banker Realtors Downtown Inc., Woman’s Club of York, YMCA of York, 
Central Market       York History Center, York Dispatch  
The Handsome Cab Restaurant 
Pardon My French, Ltd              ***SAVE THE DATE . . . SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023! 

https://www.yorkdispatch.com/picture-gallery/news/2022/01/09/twinning-tour-highlights-beauty-history-city-churches/9152850002/
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Photos from our 12th Night Tour of Historic York Churches 

Participating Churches   
 

*Christ Lutheran  
*First Moravian  
*First Presbyterian  
*First St. John’s Evangelical                                          
Lutheran  
*Heidelberg UCC 
*St. Mary’s Catholic  
*St. Patrick’s Catholic  
*St. John the Baptist Episcopal 
*Trinity UCC 
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