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     OUR MISSION:                                           

To create opportunities for personal contacts while gaining 
mutual respect and international friendship through           

organized exchange programs with our twin cities. 

 

  Bonjour! Guten Tag!  
From Co-Presidents Doug & Betty Stein   

   
The York Twinning Association had an exciting 
summer! From June 24th through July 2nd twenty
-two members represented YTA during a fun    
exchange to Leinfelden-Echterdingen (LE), Ger-
many.  YTA celebrated Bastille Day on July 13th 
with a summer social attended by twenty seven 
YTA members.  YTA also awarded scholarships 
to two York College students involved in their 
French and German language programs. (Photos 
and article on page 8) 
 

Fall 2025 continues to be a busy time for our    
organization. Both French and German student 
exchange chairs are in the process of planning for 
2026 summer and fall student exchanges.  French 
adult exchange co-chairs are also holding meet-
ings and making plans for the adult Arlesian visit 
next summer.  
 

YTA will hold its next meeting October 15th,    
starting at 6:30 PM, in the Loucks Room at the 
York YMCA.  After a brief business meeting 
members will have a chance to share memories 
and photos of our wonderful adult exchange trip 
to Germany.   
 
Hope to see you there!  
 
 
 
 

A Message from your Co-Presidents  SAVE THE DATE  - SEPTEMBER 21, 2025! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT:     Oktoberfest Celebration 
WHERE:  Lancaster Liederkrantz 
                   722 Chiques Road 
                   Manheim, PA  17545 
WHEN:     Sunday, September 21, 2025 
                   12 to 6 PM 
ADMISSION:  CASH ONLY—$10 at gate 
 
A table will be reserved for YTA members by 
Hank and Michele Groat.  Throughout the day there 
will be authentic German dancing, live music, sing-
ing, food, beer, and activities for kids. 
 
Free parking is available across the street from the 
venue or you can pay to park in the venue parking 
lot.  There is a handicap accessible ramp and golf 
cart to help transport those in need of assistance 
from the parking lot to the event tent.   
 
No food or drink may be brought into the event! 
 
Invite your family and friends—the more the     
merrier!   Hope you come and join in the fun! 
 
Questions? Contact Hank Groat at 717-332-1407 
or email him at hankgroat@yahoo.com 
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YTA Calendar of Meetings & Social 

Events 

BOARD OFFICERS 
Co-Presidents: Doug & Betty Stein 
Vice President:  Laura Koebnick 
Secretary:   Michele Groat 
Treasurer:   JaNeene Powell 
Asst. Treasurer:  Kyle Groft 
French Adult Exchange:  
Jennifer Grim, Diane Reimert 
French Student Exchange:  
 Kristin Witmer, Kristie Spies 
German  Adult Exchange: 
 Hank & Michele Groat & Laura Koebnick 
German Student Exchange:  
Molly Wiles CO-CHAIR NEEDED 
12th Night Home Tour: Co-chairs - Jessie 
Henning & Amy Matthews 
Webmaster:  Ken Krause 
Membership Chair:  Brandi Whitman 
General Fundraising: POSITION OPEN 
Marketing / PR:         POSITION OPEN 
Compliance Officer:   POSITION OPEN   
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

Newsletter:   Betty Stein  
Spring Wine Tasting Social: JaNeene Powell 
Summer Social/Bastille Day:  OPEN 
Fall Oktoberfest:  Hank & Michele Groat 
Hospitality for In Person Meetings: Kristina 
Spies 

MEETING DATES 
 

Unless otherwise notified, future Board and 
membership meetings will held in the Loucks 
Room at York YMCA, the third Wednesday of 
the month, as listed below, from 6:30-8:30 P.M., 
both in-person and via ZOOM.   
 
All meetings are open to both Board and General 
Membership. Meetings will be followed by a 
short social time. Agendas, in-person and ZOOM 
links will be sent out one week prior to meeting.   
 

 

2025 MEETING DATES 

  

September 21st —Oktoberfest Celebration—
Lancaster Liederkranz, Manheim, PA 

October 15th—Short Board meeting followed 
by reception for people to share summer photos 
from trip to Leinfelden-Echterdingen 

November 15th - Board/budget meeting 

December—No formal meeting. 
 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
  

Fall 2025: Oktoberfest celebration –             
         September 21, 2025 
 
Winter 2026: 12th Night Holiday Home Tour, 
     January 4, 2026 
 
Spring 2026: Wine Tasting Social—TBD 
 
Summer 2026: Summer Social/Bastille Day  
     
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YTA Board Officers & 

Chairpersons 

Lost and found 
 

The items pictured below were left at the 
Stein’s home this summer.  We can bring 
them to the October YTA meeting or 
make other arrangements for you to pick 
them up. Please contact us at 717-880-
1404 or j1j2j31@comcast.net to claim 
things that are yours.   
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 BASTILLE DAY CELEBRATION! 
 
27 York Twinning Association members celebrated 
our French connection during a July 13, 2025 Bastille 
Day cookout and swim picnic. Everyone had a great 
time socializing, eating wonderful food, drinking wine, 
and sharing stories about YTA adventures.   
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How have you been involved with YTA? Did you travel 
to Arles or Leinfelden-Echterdingen? Were you a host 
for visitors during one of our exchanges? Maybe you  
attended or volunteered during one of our events. Maybe 
you still maintain close relationships with friends you 
met through YTA.  By   sharing photos and stories we 
hope to rebuild relationships, reconnect with friends 
with whom we may have lost contact, and encourage 
others to join our association.  Please consider sending 
us your photos and memories to share in future issues of 
Tete.  Send information to: 
   j1j2j31@comcast.net           
   Subject line:  YTA Memories  

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Twenty-five years ago, I was 16,  newly licensed, and 
playing Bon Jovi’s “It’s My Life” on repeat in my car. I 
decided it was going to be a great summer; it was now 
or never! So, just over 25 years ago was when I walked 

into the interview room with a York 
Twinning representative. “J’ai mal à 
la gorge,” I remember apologizing. 
The conversation went better than 
expected, and I was accepted to live 
with a French family near Arles for 
three weeks, after which I would host 
the French student in return.  

Looking back at the pictures I took while abroad and 
what I wrote in scrapbooks about those six weeks with 
my host sister Pauline, I truly believe being part of York 
Twinning changed my life. I was a shy, quiet teenager 
who didn’t recognize her own abilities. I wasn’t even 
expecting to be accepted to the program, but in the end, 
I was placed with a completely non-English-speaking 
family, and both my French and confidence flourished. 

 

That summer of 2000, seven of us flew to the south of 
France. We met occasionally for group experiences, but 
the bulk of my time was in a small village in Provence, 
called Mouriès, with the Villard family, whom I adored 
from the moment I met them. On the drive home they 
chatted to me at lightning speed about the cicadas – a 
word I had definitely not 
learned in my high school 
French class. We did the 
historical and cultural 
highlights: seeing a bull 
fight in the Arles arena that 
(to me) looked exactly like 
the Colosseum, swimming  

 WHAT’S YOUR STORY ??? 

 A Life Changing Experience! 

Submitted by Renee Brown 

in the Mediterranean Sea, touring the Palais des Pape in     
Avignon, and visiting ruins of a chateau – Les Baux de   
Provence. 
 

Arles, the Villard family, and York Twinning truly hold a 
special place in my heart for more than those bucket list 
items. It was moments with the people there, moments that 
I never even thought to put on a bucket list, that impacted 
me the most. Twenty-five years later, I still vividly recall 
being in a pub to watch France eke out a victorious golden 
goal over Italy during the European Championships (Euro 
Cup) that summer in 2000; the entire pub erupted and sang 
Aretha Franklin’s “I Will Survive.” I will never forget    
being in a car and understanding my first joke in French; it 
was a pun on the word Roquefort and the French word for 
loud - fort. I still tell the story of how we were watching 
bulls run through the tiny streets of Mouriès on Bastille 
Day – mainly because one of the bulls ended up stuck in a 
fence and nearly killed us. Thankfully, everyone, including 
the bull, was safe in the end. I remember sitting in a village 
square at a town fête with my new French friends thinking 
to myself, how can it get better? 
 

When Pauline flew back to America 
with me, we reciprocated experiences 
as best we could with trips to the 
beach and Washington, DC. She kept 
telling us that she wanted to “drink a 
tea with Hillary Clinton,” who was 
First Lady at that time.  
 
 
What York Twinning offered me wasn’t just a chance to 
learn French or see a new place. It offered me a chance to 
learn who I was, to learn what I was capable of, to meet 
people who would change me for the better, to find that I 
wanted to travel more because I could do what had seemed 
too big for someone from a small town in southeastern 
Pennsylvania. The next summer, I would return to Mouriès, 
on my own, and stay another week with the famille Villard. 
I would choose to continue my French language education 
through college, earning a minor and going abroad for  
another summer to study in Nancy, France. The courage I 
gained and what I learned about myself during those three 
weeks with York Twinning rippled into other adventures. I 
learned I was capable of more, and that courage and       
confidence eventually led me to a semester abroad in the 
UK during college where I met my now-husband.  
 

Getting on a plane at age 16 without anyone I knew, flying 

to a country where I spoke the language on an elementary 

level, and going home with people I had never even seen 

pictures of was one of the best decisions I ever made. I 

can’t hear Bon Jovi’s song without smelling the lavender, 

hearing the cicadas, and thinking of how lucky I was to 

have had that time in Provence. It was a great summer and 

helped me take the next step toward a great future. 

Bastille Day celebrations in Mouries. 

My French sister Pauline, her best friend Eva, and 
me with another YTA student named Rachel. 

My French sister Pauline at the White 
House looking for Hillary Clinton. 

mailto:j1j2j31@comcast.net


   Page  5                     York Twinning Newsletter   September 2025        

 

A FANTASTIC EXCHANGE! 
YTA Adult Exchange to Leinfelden-Echterdingen (LE), Germany 

June 25th to July 2nd 
 
 Twenty-two YTA members arrived in LE on June 25, 2025, and began a week long 
exchange filled with fun and exciting adventures organized by our gracious hosts and 
members of the LE-York Club. 
 
Our adventures began the next morning with a trip to Hohenzollern Castle. This beauti-
ful building is the third of three castles built at the top of Mount Hohenzollern. The first 
was destroyed during a war in 1423.  The second was demolished after falling into disrepair at the    
beginning of the 19th Century.  Following a self-guided tour through the castle members enjoyed lunch 
in the biergarten before heading to visit the town of Tubingen.   

We took a walking tour then were treated to a ride down the Neckar River on a flat-bottomed boat 
called Stocherkahn.  YTA member Elijah Henning even had a chance to be a punter and push our boat 
up the river.  The day ended with an early dinner along the river. 

June 27th began with a lovely reception hosted by Mayor Otto Rupanner on the lawn of Leinfelden 
City Hall. We next took a train to Stuttgart and did a walking tour of the area before enjoying lunch at 
Kursall.  Lunch was followed by a tour of the Daimler-Gewachshaus where we saw the world’s first 
motorcycle invented by Gottlieb Daimler. We then walked through a park with a mineral spring and  
stopped outside an English church before boarding a train back to Leinfelden. Doug Stein even saw a 
sticker in the park that said I Love PSU! 
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A FANTASTIC EXCHANGE!  (continued) 
 
The rest of the evening was spent enjoying the 50th anniversary celebration of Leinfelden-
Echterdingen.  Mayor Ruppaner started off the event by tapping a keg and giving a big cheer to every-
one in attendance.  It was a great time for food, fun, and friendship.  Steins even got to meet up with 
Leon, a student who participated in the 2024 student LE-York exchange program.  The celebration 
continued late into the evening with both traditional German and American music by performing    
German artists! 

 
 

YTA members spent the weekend visiting a variety of places with our host families. Some members 
visited the city of Heidelberg. Others visited Fernsehturm Stuttgart, the world’s first telecommunica-
tions tower in the world constructed from concrete. Some went to the Mercedes-Bentz Museum where 
they got to see a Pope Mobile while others visited the Porsche Museum with interactive exhibits and a 
collection of famous race cars.  Others visited a flower market, did some shopping and met with some 
other families for dinner before going back to enjoy more time at the 50th anniversary celebration! 

 
 
 
 
 

June 30th the group was taken to see Lampoldshausen German Aerospace Center.  A tour guide told us 
the history of European space flight, space propulsion systems, and on-going research to evaluate and 
test new, environmentally friendly fuels. After lunch we were taken to the medieval town of Bad 
Wimpfen where we went on a guided tour and walked on cobblestone roads viewing various half-
timbered homes along the way.  The views from Bad Wimpfen’s palace were fantastic.   
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A FANTASTIC EXCHANGE!  (continued) 
 
On the last day of our exchange we took a guided tour of the city of Esslingen.  A historic old town 
along the Neckar River near Stuttgart, it has many old half-timbered homes and churches of different 
styles.  One church has a walkway built between two towers to provide support. The Old Town Hall is 
a beautiful building that has a glockenspiel, astronomical clock, that plays several times every day   
except Sunday.  Another interesting building is a 13th century gate tower once used to defend the city.  
It is now decorated with a hanging sculpture by artist Hubert von der Goltz, of what looks like a man 
walking on a tight rope.  There is now an ice cream shop on the ground floor.  

 
 
Later in the day we toured the Kessler Wine cellar.  Kessler was established over 200 years ago and is 
Germany’s oldest sparkling wine producer. After learning about its history and a short tour, we were 
treated to some delicious samples.  

 
 

We made a mad dash in the rain to catch our train back to LE before attending a wonderful farewell 
dinner with our host families and LE-York Club members.  It was great to have 
the whole group back together and share stories about our many adventures. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
July 2nd our exchange trip came to an end.  There were lots of hugs, and some tears, as we said auf 
Wiedersehen to both old and new friends from Leinfelden-Echterdingen.  Thank you LE-York Club 
for a fantastic exchange experience.  We look forward to continuing and growing our friendships in 
years to come! 
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Due to changes in both the Arles and LE student 
exchange administrators and their exchange        
requirements, we did not have any students         
representing YTA travel on student exchanges to 
Arles, France or Leinfelden-Echterdingen,Germany 
this summer. 
 

York College has worked closely with YTA in past 
years to allow our exchange students to experience 
what a day is like at an American College campus. 
For that reason it was decided to award scholarships 
to deserving York College students who excel in 
their foreign language classes. 
 

YTA congratulates York College students, Dylan 
Martin and Angelina Wilson.  At the recommenda-
tion of Dr. Mary Boldt, Associate Professor of  
Language and Literature at York College of PA, 
they were chosen to each be a recipient of a 
$600.00 YTA scholarship for the 2025-2026 school 
year.  
 

Dylan will be a Junior this year.  He is a Creative 
Industries and Entrepreneur  major with a minor in 
German.  In the past two years he has served as a 
volunteer giving tours of York College to groups of 
German students visiting York during YTA         
exchanges.  Due to a prior commitment Dylan was 
unable to attend our August YTA meeting but did 
submit a wonderful video  introducing himself and 
thanking our organization for the scholarship 
award.  Angelina will be a Sophomore this year.  
She is majoring in Professional Writing with a    
minor in French and Marketing. Angelina attended 
the August YTA Board meeting. Prior to receiving 
her certificate of scholarship award she spoke about 
her college experiences and goals.  Both students 
plan to continue their involvement with York Twin-
ning Association.  YTA wishes them well in their 
studies and looks forward to seeing them at upcom-
ing YTA events. Dr. Mary Boldt also attended and 
spoke highly of both students.  We appreciate her 
assisting YTA to identify these deserving students. 
 

Winners of YTA Scholarships 

For almost two weeks in July, Marie-France and Alicia 
Espinat from the Arles-York Committee were hosted 
by Hank and Michele Groat during their visit to York.  
On days when Hank and Michele were at work, Marie-
France and Alicia were taken on day trips to several 
places by YTA members and friends.  They were able 
to visit historic York, Harrisburg, Gettysburg, the 
Amish House in Lancaster and even got to meet the 
Marquis de Lafayette during his Bicentennial Farewell 
tour!  They also had fun meeting YTA members at a 
picnic dinner, visiting Indian Steps, dancing in the 
ballroom of the Yorktowne, and attending a baseball 
game at the York Revolutions ball field. YTA looks 
forward to working with Marie-France and Alicia to 
make plans for upcoming 2026 French student and 
French adult exchanges.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A summer visit with Alicai and 

Marie-France Espinat   
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FRENCH STUDENT EXCHANGE 

 

Kristin Witmer and Kristi Spies are YTA Co-Chairs 
for French student exchanges.  They hope to 
schedule American students to depart for an    
exchange  to Arles on July 13, 2026 then          
return to the USA with their exchange partner on 
July 27th. French students will return to France on 
August 10th. Students interested in traveling to 
Arles in 2026 should send applications to Mrs. 
Witmer at kell0808@hotmail.com ,Mrs. Spies at 
kspies@ycds.org or YTA at yta.gse@gmail.com. 
Hard copies of applications will also be accepted 
by USPS mail and should be sent to: 

York Twinning Association 
PO Box 21318 

York, PA  17402 
 
Applications are available at https://
www.yorktwinning.com/. December 1st is the 
deadline for receipt of the French Student         
Exchange applications. Chosen applicants will be 
notified and scheduled for an interview with Mrs. 
Spies and Mrs. Witmer in January. 

GERMAN STUDENT EXCHANGE 
 

Molly Wiles is the YTA Chair for German student      
exchanges.  She hopes the German/American 
exchange program will resume in summer 2026.  
Applications will be going out soon to York County 
teachers and will also be posted on the YTA web-
site https://www.yorktwinning.com/  Please be on 
the lookout in the near future for an updated appli-
cation and feel free to reach out to Molly Wiles at 
mollywiles68@gmail.com if you would have any   
questions! 
 

FRENCH ADULT EXCHANGE 
 

Jennifer Grim and Diane Reimert are YTA Co-
Chairs for the Summer 2026 exchange for French 
adults visiting York.  August 3rd to August 10th 
have been confirmed as the official dates for that 
exchange.  A committee is working on programs 
for their weeklong visit.  Anyone interested in 
helping with events or hosting French guests 
should contact Jennifer at jsygrim@yahoo.com or 
Diane at  dianereiment@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Herr Oberbürgermeister Ruppaner lässt Sie und die 
Yorker ganz herzlich grüßen. Er freut sich, dass der 
Aufenthalt für beide Seiten schön war und wir freuen 
uns schon auf die nächsten Begegnungen. Gegen eine 
Veröffentlichung in Ihrem Newsletter haben wir nichts 
einzuwenden. 
Freundliche Grüße aus LE 
Sonja Kraus aus dem Büro von Otto Ruppaner 
Stadt Leinfelden-Echterdingen, Oberbürgermeister 
 

Message translation: 
Mayor Ruppaner sends his warmest greetings to you 
and the people of York.  He is pleased that the stay 
was enjoyable for both parties, and we look forward 
to our next encounters.  We have no objection to be-
ing featured in your newsletter.   
Best regards from LE Sonja Kraus from the office of 
Mayor Otto Ruppaner, LE Oberbrugermeister 

Exchange information for 

Summer 2026 

Messages from the 

Echterdingen amtsblatte 

mailto:kell0808@hotmail.com
mailto:kspies@ycds.org
mailto:yta.gse@gmail.com
https://www.yorktwinning.com/
https://www.yorktwinning.com/
https://www.yorktwinning.com/
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  Carolyn Van Newkirk 
 

Carolyn Van Newkirk, a long-
time member of York Twin-
ning Association, passed away       
recently.  Below is her obitu-
ary as posted in both The 
York  Dispatch and The York 
Daily Record. 
 
 

Carolyn J. “Skipper” Van Newkirk, Ed. D. age 87, of 
York, died at 1:15 PM Sunday, August 10, 2025, at 
Wellspan York Hospital. She was the wife of the late 
Jack C. Van Newkirk, PhD.  Born September 22, 
1937, in Ephrata, she was the daughter of the late   
Albert and Thelma (Watkins) Harris. She earned her 
Bachelor’s Degree from West Chester State Teachers 
College (where she recently received a Distinguished 
Alumni Award), and Master’s and Doctorate in      
Education Administration from William and Mary 
College. She had over 40 plus years in education and 
retired as the Lower School Principal of Beth Tfiloh 
Community Day School in Baltimore.  
 

She earned her Pilots License at age 50 and was a 
member of Ninety-Nines, Inc. International Organiza-
tion of Women   Pilots where she competed in 25  
aviation races and has landed in all 48 contiguous 
United States and Canada. She also served on the 
Board of Directors of the Susquehanna Area Regional 
Airport Authority which operates Harrisburg Interna-
tional Airport,  Capital City Airport, Gettysburg     
Regional Airport, and Franklin County Regional   
Airport.  Dr. Van Newkirk is survived by a son,     
David C. Van Newkirk, of Dover, Delaware; a     
daughter, Lauri L. Altman, and her husband Philip, of 
Belcamp, Maryland; one grandson, Jess and two 
granddaughters   Nicole, and Sydney. She was also 
preceded in death by her brother, Albert S. Harris. 
 

A visitation is scheduled for 9:00-11:00 AM Satur-
day, September 6, 2025, at Kuhner Associates Funeral 
Directors, Inc., 863 South George Street, York. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to encourage young adults with aviation        
interests to Gettysburg Barnstormers, c/o Karen   
Radzoni Treasurer, 450 Shrivers Corner Road,      
Gettysburg PA 17325; or to encourage women in   
aviation to Air Race Classic, 713 Mathews Street, 
Fort Collins OC 80524.  
 
Cards of condolence can be mailed to Kuhner Funeral 
Home, 863 South George Street, York, PA  17403.  
They will forward messages to her family. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Farewell to a friend 

    York Twinning 12th Night Holiday Tour 
 

   York Twinning Association’s annual 
12th Night Holiday Tour will take 
place from 1 to 5 PM and showcase 
seven homes, a former car dealership 
building, and an art gallery in York 
City’s historic Newton Square and surrounding area. 
The neighborhood, devastated by Hurricane Agnes in 
1972, was revitalized in the 1980s through York’s Back 
to the City movement, which provided low-interest 
loans to purchase and renovate homes in the area.     
Today, it is a charming neighborhood with uniquely 
renovated historic homes. Tickets are $25. More tour       
information, along with tickets to purchase and sell, 
will be mailed to YTA members in November.  
 

Help support YTA’s largest annual fundraiser! 

Purchase tickets and/or donate to the event.  

Promote the tour with your family and friends and 
share YTA's social media posts. 

Volunteer for a two-hour shift to be a YTA greeter/
ticket checker at tour locations.  

Donate cookies and baked goods for the event day. 
Interested in volunteering or donating baked goods? 
Contact Amy Matthews at amymatthews@hotmail.com 
or 717-495-9970.   
                     

                        * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
“Pack the Park for Kindness”, was held 
August 7, 2025 at the York Revolution 
Stadium - an event arranged by Kevin 
Smith. CEO of Kindness Worldwide, 
along with Give Local York, This was 

the first of several events being planned as a result of an 
act of kindness Kevin experienced.  The purpose of his 
nonprofit organization is ”to create a culture of       
kindness in communities throughout the world” noting 
York as the epicenter of a global kindness movement 
and model for others to emulate. Businesses, schools, 
and community groups are encouraged to “Join the 
Movement” November 8 -15, 2025 during Kindness 
Week Worldwide, Check out ideas and resources and 
post your stories at  kindnessworldwide.org   People 
caught showing Gratitude, Generosity, Empathy, For-
giveness, Patience, Respect, Joy, or Service may even 
be issued a Kindness Citation by area 
police departments! Stay tuned for the 
release of a powerful film For Such A 
Time as This showcasing York on the 
global stage. For more information     
contact Kevin at ksmith@kindnessworldwide.org  

SAVE THE DATE - JANUARY 4, 2026   

mailto:amymatthews@hotmail.com
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