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     OUR MISSION:                                           

To create opportunities for personal contacts while gaining 
mutual respect and international friendship through           

organized exchange programs with our twin cities. 

 

  Bonjour! Guten Tag!  
From Co-Presidents Doug & Betty Stein   

   

               YTA Exchanges are happening!   
Adult and student exchanges are in the works. A group 
of eleven students and one chaperone will visit LE,  
Germany for two weeks from June 16th to June 30th.  
Five students and one chaperone will be visiting Arles, 
France from June 22nd to July 9th then return to York 
with their French counterparts for a two week visit. We 
were very excited to be able to offer scholarships to  
seven students traveling with YTA on exchanges this 
summer to help them with their travel expenses.       
German students will come to York to visit for about 
ten days in October.  In addition, a group of 20 German 
adults will be visiting York from August 29th through 
September 5th. Please refer to following pages to learn 
more about the adult German exchange and 
activities that will be taking place.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

11 students traveling  to Germany this summer pictured with     
German student exchange chaperone Adrianna Clinton. 

 
 
 
       
5 students traveling to France  
pictured with French student 
exchange Co-Chairs Kristen 
Witmer and Kristina Spies 
 
 

A Message from your Co-Presidents  

It’s time to get together for some fun,  
celebrate Bastille Day, and meet the 
French exchange students visiting from 
Arles! 
 
This in-person summer social will be held 
Sunday, July 14, 2024 at Doug & Betty 
Stein’s home, 279 Little Creek Road, Spring 
Grove, PA 17362. Fun starts at 2 PM - plan 
to eat around 4:30 or 5 PM. Swimming, volleyball, and 
croquet will be available.  Hamburgers, hotdogs, and non-
alcoholic drinks will be provided.  

 
Bring:  

• A side dish and a dessert to share  

• Lawn chairs  

• Swim suits & towels  

• BYOB if you want alcoholic   
beverages  

• Old and new photos of YTA  
          exchanges  
 
Event will be held rain or shine! This will be a great     
opportunity to socialize, share stories about travel         
adventures from exchanges to Germany and France and 
meet visiting exchange students from Arles. Family and 
friends are welcomed!  
 
RSVP appreciated for planning purposes, but is not        
required. Hope to see you on Bastille Day, July 14, 2024! 

(717-880-1404 or j1j2j31@comcast.net)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE  - JULY 14, 2024! 
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YTA Calendar of Meetings & Social 

Events 

BOARD OFFICERS 
Co-Presidents: Doug & Betty Stein 
Vice President:  Laura Koebnick 
Secretary:   Michele Groat 
Treasurer:   JaNeene Powell 
Asst. Treasurer:  Kyle Groft 
French Adult Exchange:  
Jennifer Grim  CO-CHAIR NEEDED 
French Student Exchange:  
 Kristin Witmer, Kristie Spies 
German  Adult Exchange: 
 Hank Groat & Laura Koebnick 
German Student Exchange:  
Molly Wiles CO-CHAIR NEEDED 
12th Night Home Tour: Co-chairs - Jessie 
Henning & Amy Matthews 
Webmaster:  Ken Krause 
Membership Chair:  Brandi Whitman 
General Fundraising: POSITION OPEN 
Marketing / PR:         POSITION OPEN 
Compliance Officer:   POSITION OPEN   
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

Newsletter:   Betty Stein  
Spring Wine Tasting Social: JaNeene Powell 
Summer Social/Bastille Day:  OPEN 
Fall Oktoberfest:  Hank & Michele Groat 
Hospitality for In Person Meetings: Kristina 
Spies 

MEETING DATES 
 

Future Board and membership meetings will 
held in the Loucks Room at York YMCA, the 
third Wednesday of the month, as listed below, 
from 6:30-8:30 P.M., both in-person and via 
ZOOM.   
 
All meetings are open to both Board and General 
Membership. Meetings will be followed by a 
short social time. Agendas, in-person and ZOOM 
links will be sent out one week prior to meeting.   
 

 

2024 MEETING DATES 
 

June 19th— Regular Board meeting. 
 

July 14th— Bastille Day/Summer Social at 
Stein home, 279 Little Creek Road, Spring 
Grove, PA. Meet the French exchange students! 
 

August 21st— Regular Board meeting 
 

September —Oktoberfest Celebration—Date 
TBD 
 

October 16th—Short Board meeting followed 
by reception for German student visitors and 
presentations from students who visited Arles 
and LE during the summer 2024. 
 

November 15th - Board/budget meeting 
 

December—No formal meeting. 
 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
  

Summer 2024: Summer Social/Bastille Day  
        July 14, 2024  (see front for details) 
Winter 2024: 12th Night Holiday Home Tour, 
     January 5, 2025 
Spring 2024: Wine Tasting Social—TBD 
Fall 2024: Oktoberfest celebration– TBD 
 
 
 
 

 

 

YTA Board Officers & 

Chairpersons 

THANK YOU to Krouse 
Travel, our $500 matching 
sponsor, and everyone who 
participated in the Give   
Local York fundraiser on 
May 2nd and May 3, 2024. 

With your help, this event, hosted by the White 
Rose Leadership Institute for non-profit organiza-
tions, raised almost $3,000 for York Twinning  
Association. Money raised will be used towards 
cultural events for members and friends, provide 
experiences for our visitors from France and    
Germany when they come to York on exchanges, 
and provide scholarship 
money for York County 
students participating in 
YTA exchanges.  
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WINE TASTING FUN!  

Good wine, good food, great fun! York Twinning 
Association held their annual wine tasting event on 
Saturday, March 9, 2024 from 2 PM to 4 PM at the 
Revival Social Club, 19 N. George Street, York. 
25 participants enjoyed two wines from each 
France and Germany, honoring our Twin Cities of 
Arles and Leinfelden-Echterdingen. Wine was 
served along with regional appropriate snacks and 
charcuterie. A big thank you to Emily Crockett, 
our sommelier, for making this event enjoyable for 
everyone!  
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How have you been involved with YTA? Did you 
travel to Arles or Leinfelden-Echterdingen? Were 
you a host for visitors during one of our exchanges? 
Maybe you  attended or volunteered during one of 
our events. Maybe you still maintain close relation-
ships with friends you met through YTA.  By   
sharing photos and stories we hope to rebuild      
relationships, reconnect with friends with whom we 
may have lost contact, and encourage others to join 
our association.  Please consider sending us your 
photos and memories to share in future issues of 
Tete.  Send information to: 
   j1j2j31@comcast.net           
   Subject line:  YTA Memories  
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
We  joined YTA 
in 1997 after 
talking with 
Sonia Rozet 
whose husband 
was instrumental 
in getting York 
Twinning       
Association 
started.  We 

made the journey to Leinfelden-Echterdingen in the 
late 1990s and stayed with Gerhard and Beatte 
Haag.  We have gone to Arles twice with the adults 
and Launa has also gone along with the French   
students as a chaperone.  We have also hosted 
French adults (Laetitia Zukgraf) and students and 
German adults (Alexander Braun, Gerhard & Beatte 
Haag).  It has brought great joy to our lives and 
built friendships that lasted many 
years.   

 

 WHAT’S YOUR STORY ??? 

 Our York Twinning Story 

by Kyle and Launa Groft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We feel so blessed for every interaction we have had 
during all of our exchanges.  It is an amazing            
experience to be part of such an interested group and            
process.  We are very grateful to all the people          
involved that have kept the club running and all the    
people that support the fundraising.  With all the       
turbulence going on in the world, one of the original 
purposes of the York Twinning Association being to 
help foster better relations with other nations, remains 
vitally important today. If you have not had the     
pleasure of being part of any of York Twinning        
Association exchanges, we encourage you to do so as 
soon as possible.  You will not be disappointed.   
Whether it is someone staying with you, or you are 
staying with someone oversees, nothing beats this type 
of travel experience. You will be treated like the most 
special person in the country.  Most likely you will be 
greeted by the mayor and fed local food and beverages. 
Your every need will be looked after while you are  
caravaned around to see wonderful areas in and near 
the host cities.   
                                       Positively, 
                                       Kyle & Launa Groft 
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Activity Sign-up Form for Adult German Exchange Visit 
Deadline for all sign-ups/RSVP is Friday Aug 16th  

 
Mail completed form and check made out to York Twinning Association to: 

 
Hank Groat 

2817 Glen Hollow Dr, York, PA 17406 
 

Questions??? Contact hankgroat@yahoo.com or 717/332-1407 
 

NOTE: The cost of lunch/drinks are not included in fees for tour days except for Saturday 8/31. 
 

 Name: ___________________________________________  Phone #: ________________________ 

 Email: ___________________________________________ 

 

 Date:               Activity     Cost per person:          # attending     Total due 

 8/30 Fri   Meet the Mayor & Museum tours   $7              -      -  

           *8/31 Sat  Hillwood Mansion/ DC Mall, bus, lunch $100              -      - 
    and entry to Hillwood estate. 
    *Contact Hank Groat if interested as spaces on the bus are limited 
 

 9/1 Sun  Boordy Winery tour and wine tasting  $20               -      -  

 9/3 Tues  Beyond the Battle - Gettysburg  $10                -       - 

 9/4 Wed AM  Indian Steps Museum and performance $20               -      - 
 9/4/Wed  PM  Farewell dinner, bring a dessert to share $5             -      - 

  

Date  Can you drive on tour day listed? (Y/N) # of passengers you can transport 

 Friday 8/30  -      - 

 Sunday 9/1  -      - 

 Tuesday 9/3  -      - 

 Wednesday 9/4 -      - 

   YTA invites members to join in the many activities that have been planned between August 30th 
and September 4th when the adult group from Leinfelden-Echterdingen, Germany visits York. 
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