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     OUR MISSION:                                           

To create opportunities for personal contacts while gaining 
mutual respect and international friendship through           

organized exchange programs with our twin cities.  

 

  Bonjour! Guten Tag!  
From Co-Presidents Doug & Betty Stein   

   

The York Twinning Association has been very 
busy this summer! From June 16th through June 
24th eleven students and one chaperone represent-
ed YTA during an exchange to Leinfelden-
Echterdingen (LE), Germany.  From June 22nd 
through July 9th five students and one chaperone 
traveled to Arles, France for the first student      
exchange since before Covid. Then from July 9th 
to July 26th five French students completed a     
return  exchange from Arles to York.  During the 
French student visit to York, YTA celebrated   
Bastille Day on July 14th with a summer picnic 
attended by about 65 exchange and YTA members. 
 

Fall 2024 will continue to be a busy time for our  
organization.  On August 29th, 18 visitors, includ-
ing 14 adults and 4 children, will arrive in York 
from LE, Germany for an exchange week packed 
full of exciting activities. To honor our German 
connection, we will celebrate Oktoberfest Sunday, 
September 22nd at Lancaster Liederkrantz. (See 
the next column for additional information) That 
same weekend, YTA member Laura Koebnick, 
Yorkôs Mayor Helfrich, and former YTA exchange 
member, Courtney Shumway, will represent YTA 
in Arles at a celebration of 70 years of friendship 
between our two cities.  Then on October 11th,    
sixteen German students and their two chaperones 
arrive for a two week exchange!  
 

YTA will hold its next meeting October 16th,    
starting at 6:30 PM, in the Loucks Room at the 
York YMCA.  After a brief business meeting 
members will have a chance to greet our German 
student visitors and hear all about exchange       
experiences from YTA students who traveled to 
Arles and LE this summer. Hope to see you there!  

A Message from your Co-Presidents  

SAVE THE DATE  - SEPTEMBER 22, 2024! 

 

WHAT: Oktoberfest celebration 
WHERE:  Lancaster Liederkrantz, 722 Chiques    
         Road, Manheim, PA 17545 
WHEN:  Sunday, September 22, 2024                   
      Starting at 1 PM 
TICKETS:  $25 for adults,                                           
           $15 for kids 15 years old and under 
*Reserved ticket price includes your entry fee, a beer 
or soda, and a Bratwurst.  
 
A table is being held and arrangements are made for 
YTA members to be able to purchase special tickets, 
in advance, for this fun, family friendly afternoon. 
There will be authentic German dancing, singing, 
food, beer, and activities for kids.  Reserve tickets 
now!  Contact Hank Groat at 717-332-1407 or email 
him at  hankgroat@yahoo.com  
 
Free parking is available across the street from the 
venue or you can pay to park in the venue parking lot.  
There is a handicap accessible ramp and golf cart to 
help transport those needing assistance from the park-
ing lot to the event tent.  No food or drink may be 
brought into the event. 
 
Invite your family and friends - the more the merrier!  
Hope you come and join in the fun! 
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YTA Calendar of Meetings & Social 

Events 

BOARD OFFICERS 
Co-Presidents: Doug & Betty Stein 
Vice President:  Laura Koebnick 
Secretary:   Michele Groat 
Treasurer:   JaNeene Powell 
Asst. Treasurer:  Kyle Groft 
French Adult Exchange:  
Jennifer Grim  CO-CHAIR NEEDED 
French Student Exchange:  
 Kristin Witmer, Kristie Spies 
German  Adult Exchange: 
 Hank Groat & Laura Koebnick 
German Student Exchange:  
Molly Wiles CO-CHAIR NEEDED 
12th Night Home Tour: Co-chairs - Jessie 
Henning & Amy Matthews 
Webmaster:  Ken Krause 
Membership Chair:  Brandi Whitman 
General Fundraising: POSITION OPEN 
Marketing / PR:         POSITION OPEN 
Compliance Officer:   POSITION OPEN   
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
 

Newsletter:   Betty Stein  
Spring Wine Tasting Social: JaNeene Powell 
Summer Social/Bastille Day:  OPEN 
Fall Oktoberfest:  Hank & Michele Groat 
Hospitality for In Person Meetings: Kristina 
Spies 

MEETING DATES  
 

Future Board and membership meetings will 
held in the Loucks Room at York YMCA, the 
third Wednesday of the month, as listed below, 
from 6:30-8:30 P.M., both in-person and via 
ZOOM.   
 
All meetings are open to both Board and General 
Membership. Meetings will be followed by a 
short social time. Agendas, in-person and ZOOM 
links will be sent out one week prior to meeting.   
 

 

2024 MEETING DATES  

 

September 22nd  ðOktoberfest Celebrationð
Sunday, September 22, 2024; 1 to 5 PMD 
 

October 16thðShort Board meeting followed 
by reception for German student visitors and 
presentations from YTA students who visited 
Arles and LE during the summer 2024. 
 

November 15th - Board/budget meeting 
 

DecemberðNo formal meeting. 
 

SOCIAL EVENTS  
  

Fall 2024: Oktoberfest celebration -  
             September 22, 2024 (see pg. 1 of Tete) 
 

January 5, 2025: 12th Night Holiday Tour.  
This is YTAôs biggest yearly fundraiser,  We 
need your help to make it successful! Anyone 
interested in being on the planning committee 
or helping with this event please contact Amy 
Matthews at: 

amymatthews@hotmail.com 
 

Spring 2025: Wine Tasting SocialðTBD 
Summer 2025: Summer Social TBD 
         
 
 
 

 

 

 

YTA Board Officers & 

Chairpersons  

 
 
           

          Greetings from Ulrich Wurster  
                   in the name of the whole board  
                   of the York-Club in Germany! 
 
            

       We are finally on Instagram and it 
would be a pleasure for us to have a lot of followers 
from your YTA members! It is our intention to  
cover our upcoming visit in York with a few stories 
and, going forward, to post on a regular basis. We 
hope to get some extra publicity by sharing stories 
and posts with others. 
 

Please follow us at: 
 
https://www.instagram.com/york_club_le/?next=%2F                                                              
     or 
                             York_Club_LE 

https://www.instagram.com/york_club_le/?next=%2F
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STUDENT EXCHANGE NEWS! 
 

A Great Summer Exchange to Leinfelden-
Echterdingen for YTA German Students 

Submitted by Adrianna Clinton 
 

On June 16th, a group of eleven students and one 
chaperone departed Washington, DC for a two week 
trip to Leinfelden-Echterdingen, German.  Students 
represented four different school districts; Spring 
Grove, Red Lion, South Western, and Mechanicsburg.  
The group was led by Adrianna Clinton, a German 
teacher at Mechanicsburg Area Senior High School.  
Participating students were Ada Miller, Alex Breton, 
Allie Whitmore, Brady Myers, Cameron Strausbaugh, 
Ethan Martin, Henry Notarfrancesco, Leila Malehorn, 
Riley Silbaugh, Laedon Wolgemuth, and Rebecca 
Woodruff.   
 

 
 

Highlights of the trip included tours of Munich,     
Ludwigsburg, Tubingen, and Stuttgart.  New on the 
itinerary this year was a visit to a climbing park where 
students worked together to navigate a ropes course.  
Students also got to visit the Mercedes Benz Museum, 
followed by a visit to the Ritter Sport chocolate       
factory where they got to make their own chocolate.  
Throughout the trip students spent a couple days in 
school with their host students.  The trip concluded 
with a wonderful farewell dinner when students shared 
what this experience meant to them. 

 
 
One special aspect of this particular exchange was that 
not only was the Europameisterschaft, or European 
Soccer Championship, taking place, but that Germany 
was the host country. 

Soccer games were held in 10 stadiums across the 
country with Stuttgart being one of the host cities.  
The city had various activities dedicated to the   
tournament.  Public viewing of the games were held 
both in downtown Stuttgart and in Leinfelden-
Echterdingen.  Many students attended pubic view-
ings with their host families when Germany played,  
donning German regalia like hats, scarves, and    
jerseys to show their support. 

 
 

Both the families involved with the exchange and 
the York Club in Germany extended wonderful    
hospitality.  Each day was planned and offered a 
perfect blend of fun, engaging, cultural enrichment.  
We are all looking forward to hosting our new   
German friends and their chaperones when they  
visit in October for their York Exchange with YTA. 
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Summer Exchange Fun  
YTA students visit Arles and French        

students visit York, PA  
Submitted by Kristin Witmer 

 
     This summer, five 
ambitious students set 
out on an exciting    
journey to Arles, 
France.  The students 
were Leah Altman from 
Dallastown,  Cassidy 
Bashada from Central 
York, Abbigayle Hutson 

from North Caroline High School,  Elly Leonard from 
Southwestern and Harper Spies from York Country 
Day.   They arrived in France on June 24th and were 
warmly welcomed by their host families.  The students 
spent over two weeks  exploring French culture and 
visiting various cities and historic sites in southern 
France such as Nice, Avignon, Pont du Gard, Baux-en-
Provence,  Marseille, and many other places with their 
host families.  Harper Spies attended a  reception at 
Club Jumelages with her host family. On July 9th,   
after two weeks in France, they packed their bags and 
flew back to the U.S. with their new French friends 
who experienced a taste of American culture for the 
next two weeks.  
 
 
 
 
 

There was a welcoming party of mini golf at Herit-
age Hills and ice cream at Sweet Willow Creamery.  
The students attended the Bastille Day party held at 
the Steinôs home.  The French students enjoyed 
their time with their American hosts and before 
long it was time to say goodbye.  There was a Bon   
Voyage party at the Spiesô home.  The French        

students returned home 
on July 25th.  To hear 
more details and see 
more photos about their 
experiences and time in 
France, come to the    
October 16th YTA  
meeting at York YMCA! 
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A ZOOM CELEBRATION! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On June 15, 2024 the York-Club in Germany held a 
special dinner for their members to commemorate 40 
years of friendship with York, PA.  Several YTA 
members joined the festivities by participating via 
Zoom. It was great to see everyone and meet a few of 
the visitors that will arrive in York for an exchange 
visit at the end of August. We found it quite funny that 
the zoom technology made it look like a few LE and 
YTA members were sitting together on an outdoor 
amusement park ride! YTA member Kristi Spies was 
in Germany and attended the event in person.  She 
brought back several booklets and handouts for YTA 
archives that were printed especially for that occasion.  
We look forward to seeing our German friends in    
person very soon! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

THE OLYMPIC TORCH IN ARLES 
SUMMER 2024  

 

After arriving in Marseilles, France, by ship from 
Greece, the Olympic torch and flame began its 68 
day trip though France before finishing in Paris for 
the opening ceremonies on July 26th.  On May 12th 
the Olympic flame passed through Arles! What an 
honor and special day! Enjoy the photos below, 
from Arles, submitted for use in the Tete by our 
good friend Evelyne Laurent.   
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How have you been involved with YTA? Did you 
travel to Arles or Leinfelden-Echterdingen? Were 
you a host for visitors during one of our exchanges? 
Maybe you  attended or volunteered during one of 
our events. Maybe you still maintain close relation-
ships with friends you met through YTA.  By   
sharing photos and stories we hope to rebuild      
relationships, reconnect with friends with whom we 
may have lost contact, and encourage others to join 
our association.  Please consider sending us your 
photos and memories to share in future issues of 
Tete.  Send information to: 
   j1j2j31@comcast.net           
   Subject line:  YTA Memories  
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Since 1998, it has been my distinct honor to be a 
member of the York Twinning Association.  I have 
always wholeheartedly supported our mission:  creat-
ing opportunities for personal contacts while gaining 
mutual respect and international friendship through 
organized exchange programs with our twin cities. 
Over the years, I have held different positions with 
the York Twinning Association.  For example, I was 
the German Adult Coordinator and also served as 
President for a number of years.  On more than one 
occasion, I have visited our twin cities of Arles, 
France and Leinfelden-Echterdingen, Germany as part 
of the adult exchanges.  Each visit has left me with so 
many new friendships, experiences, and precious 
memories.  I have included some photos of a        
wonderful visit to Schwabisch Hall when we visited         
Germany in 2014,   
 
 

 WHATõS YOUR STORY ??? 

York Twinning Association ñ 

26 Years of Memories  

By Scott Markle  

If someone was to ask me 
what my most memorable    
experience was, it would 
be this.  Our friends from    
Leinfelden-Echterdingen 
visited York in 2002.   

As  the German Adult 
Coordinator, I was     
responsible for organiz-
ing all details pertaining 
to the visit.  In fact, this 
was the first time I met 
our friends from Germany.  They arrived at Kennedy   
International Airport in New York City.  I was waiting 
there to pick our German friends up on a chartered bus 
and bring them back to York.   Unfortunately, when our 
friends tried to retrieve their luggage, about 75% of them 
did not receive their suitcases  including Mayor Klenk!!.   
This all happened due to an airport strike in Amsterdam 
where our friends traveled through on their way to the 
United States.  I decided to give my name, phone number 
and address in Dover to have the luggage delivered.  A 
few days went by and still no luggage.  Needless to say, 
there were several of our German friends who were     
becoming very agitated.  Then one night I came home late 
and guess what?  There sitting on my front porch were 
over 35 pieces of luggage!  I spent the rest of the night 
and several hours into the next morning delivering all the 
luggage to our German friends.  Everybody had a huge 
sigh of relief especially me!!  In the years to follow,       
every time I would see Mayor Klenk, he would chuckle 
and remind me of this unexpected adventure.                 
 
After all these years with York Twinning Association, I 
still strongly feel the most important benefit of adult    
exchanges are the many opportunities to meet people and 
foster new friendships that will last a lifetime.  My most 
memorable friendship will always be my host during the 
French Adult Exchange to Arles, France in 2016.  Her 
name was Yvette Mistral.  Yvette was a wonderful and 
kind lady who made me feel very welcomed in her 
home.  Her home was a remodeled ñmasò.  A ñmasò is a 
traditional farmhouse found in the Provence region of 
France.  
  
The ñmasò was usually constructed of stone.  My bed-
room was once the hayloft.  The dining room below me 
was the livestock stables.  Yes, I would be remiss not to 
mention that Yvette was a wonderful cook.  On the last 
night of our visit in 2016, Yvette invited a group of     
people to the house for a delicious French meal.  I never 
ate so many escargots in my life!!     

mailto:j1j2j31@comcast.net
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Also, Yvette introduced me to another piece of French 
history and culture.  Yvette owned a 1976 Citroen 
2CV.  This French car was manufactured from 1948 
until 1990.  On several occasions, Yvette would use 
this car to travel around the local area.  Below is a 
picture of me standing next to her Citroen. As you can 
see from the picture, the car was in excellent         
condition and quite small.  Can you believe that I   
actually could fit in the car?  Well, I did!!  Yvette 
traveled with the French in 2018 when they visited 
York.  It was so good to see her again.  Sadly, Yvette 
passed away in 2021.  I certainly will never forget my 
good friend Yvette from Arles,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I highly encourage all York Twinning Association 
Members to consider being a part of a future adult 
exchange with Arles, France and/or Leinfelden-
Echterdingen, Germany.  After reading this article, I 
am sure you will understand why adult exchanges are 
so educational and worthwhile. 

                                                    ~ Scott 
 
 

York Twinning Association ñ 

26 Years of Memories  

By Scott Markle (conõt) 

Bastille Day Celebration!  

July 14, 2024  

                                        York Twinning Association              
                       celebrated our French connection 
            with a Bastille Day cookout and  
            swim party on July 14, 2024. We   
            had a great turn out with about 65 
           YTA members and our French  
                      student visitors and host families 
           in attendance. Everyone enjoyed 
the opportunity to socialize and share memories and 
stories about exchanges past and present. 


