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The annual 12th Night Holiday tour will be held on   
Sunday, January 5, 2025, from 1 PM to 5 PM. highlight-
ing four unique locations ï The Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of York Church Sanctuary and Carriage 
House Suite, the home of Mike and Ellen Johnson, the 
home of  Dean and Ruth Grove, and Mary Todenhoftôs 
home/Studio Gallery 234.  Music will be provided by 
Spring Grove Area High School students.  In addition 
several artists from the York Art Association will be 
displaying their works at the Unitarian Church.  We also 
plan to have a slide show with photos of our recent    
student and adult exchanges. Some students will be in    
attendance to share stories about their exchange         
experiences. 
 

The Unitarian Church and Carriage House, 925 S. 
George Street, York, PA  17403 will be our base and 
also open to tour.  YTAôs 12th Night Holiday Tour is 
our biggest fundraiser.  We hope you will support this 
fundraising event by purchasing the tickets being mailed 
out to YTA members. Tour tickets make great Christ-
mas gifts! Tickets cost $20. Additional tickets can be        
purchased or picked up at the church on January 5th.  
Even if you are unable to attend, please  consider    
making a donation so we can continue  providing social 
activities for our members, cultural  experiences to    
visitors from our sister cities Arles, France and        
Leinfelden-Echterdingen, Germany, and scholarships to 
York County students who travel with YTA during     
cultural exchanges.  
 

Checks should be made payable to YTA and mailed to:  
YTA c/o 12th Night Committee, 279 Little Creek Road, 
Spring Grove, PA  17362.   
 

Volunteers are needed to greet people as they visit each 
location.  Call Laura Koebnick at 717-891-8087 or 
email her at laura.koebnick@aol.com to arrange a time 
to help! Sonja Schaffer is in charge of cookie and baked 
good donations for the event.  Please contact her at    
dicanche@msn.com or 717-688-5596 by December 28, 
2024 with what, and how much, you are able to donate. 

     OUR MISSION:                                           

To create opportunities for personal contacts while gaining 
mutual respect and international friendship through           

organized exchange programs with our twin cities.  

 
 

Joyeuses Fetes, Schone Feiertage, Happy Holidays! 
   

YTA has had a wonderful year!  2024 has been filled 
with opportunities to increase membership, socialize 
during in-person meetings, participate in fun cultural 
events, and share experiences during both adult and  
student exchanges with old and new friends from our 
ôtwinô cities Arles, France and Leinfelden-Echterdingen 
(LE), Germany.   
  

Six in-person meetings, with zoom access were held in 
the Loucks Room at the York YMCA. We held a       
fantastic 12th Night Holiday tour in January. Three   
social events took place, including  March wine tasting 
at the Revival Social Club, a July14th Bastille Day  
summer celebration with our French  exchange students, 
and a September Oktoberfest celebration at Lancaster        
Leiderkrantz. YTA also participated in the May, Give 
Local, fundraiser raising almost $3,000 to support our 
organization and cultural activities.  
  

Our exchange programs were extremely successful. 
This summer 5 YTA students and a chaperone visited 
Arles, then their French host students visited York. 11 
YTA students and a chaperone also completed  an     
exchange to LE. At the end of  this summer YTA   
members hosted 18 adults and 3 children from LE. 
Then, in  October, YTA hosted 16 students and two 
chaperones from LE.  None of these experiences could 
have  happened without the time, effort, and support 
from you, our YTA members!  
 

We wish you all a peaceful    
holiday season and look forward 
to another year of opportunities 
for growth, fun, and friendship.  
 

 Betty & Doug,  
            Co-Presidents, YTA 

A Message from your Co-Presidents  SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR TWELFTH 
NIGHT TOUR  - JANUARY 5, 2025! 

mailto:laura.koebnick@aol.com


Page 2                       York Twinning Newsletter  December 2024      

 

 

YTA Calendar of Meetings & Social 

Events 

BOARD OFFICERS 
 
Co-Presidents: Doug & Betty Stein 
Vice President:  Laura Koebnick 
Secretary:   Michele Groat 
Treasurer:   JaNeene Powell 
Asst. Treasurer:  Kyle Groft 
French Adult Exchange: Jennifer Grim 
French Student Exchange:  
  Kristin Witmer, Kristie Spies 
German  Adult Exchange: 
  Hank Groat & Laura Koebnick 
German Student Exchange: Molly Wiles 
12th Night Home Tour Co-chairs: 
  Jessie Henning & Amy Matthews 
Webmaster:   Ken Krause 
Membership Chair:    POSITION OPEN 
General Fundraising: POSITION OPEN 
Marketing / PR:         POSITION OPEN 
Compliance Officer:   POSITION OPEN   
 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
 

Newsletter:   Betty Stein  
Spring Wine Tasting Social: JaNeene Powell 
Summer Social/Bastille Day:  OPEN 
Fall Oktoberfest:  Hank & Michele Groat 
Hospitality for In Person Meetings: Kristina 

MEETING DATES  
 

Thank you to the York YMCA for allowing us to 
continue using their Loucks Room for YTA 
meetings at no charge.  Future Board and    
membership meetings will be held on the third 
Wednesday of the month from 6:30ð8:30 P.M., 
both in-person and via ZOOM.  All meetings are 
open to both Board and General Membership. 
Meetings will be followed by a short social time. 
Agendas, in-person and ZOOM links will be sent 
out one week prior to meetings.   
 

2024 MEETING DATES  
 

JanuaryðNo formal meeting due to January 
5th, Twelfth Night Tour.  
 

February 19th ðRegular Board meeting 
 

March ð Wine tasting eventï Date TBD 
 

April 16thðRegular Board meeting 
 

May 1st & 2nd ðGive Local York fundraiser 
 

June 18thð Regular Board meeting. 
 

July 13thð Bastille Day celebration & Summer 
Social at Stein home, 279 Little Creek Road, 
Spring Grove, PA   
 

August 20th ð Regular Board meeting 
 

September 21st ðOktoberfest Celebration 
 

October 15th ðShort Board meetingðhoping 
to have a reception following the meeting with 
YTA student presentations . 
 

November 19th - Board/budget meeting 
 

DecemberðNo formal meeting. 
 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS  
  

Winter 2025: 12th Night Holiday Home Tour, 
 January 5, 2025, 1 PM to 5 PM 
Spring 2025: Wine Tasting Social 
Summer 2025: Summer Social/Bastille Day 
Fall 2025: Oktoberfest celebration,  
 Sunday, September 21st 

YTA Board Officers & 

Chairpersons  

LOST AND FOUND 
The items pictured below were left at 2024 
YTA picnics.  In addition, a beautiful pendent 
was found in the grass following the German 
student exchange farewell dinner. Items can be 

claimed by calling Betty Stein, 717-880-1404.   
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    YTA members had a great time celebrating       
Oktoberfest at Lancaster Liederkranz, September 
22nd!  Thank you to Hank and Michele Groat for 
making those arrangements and reserving a table 
for us. Everyone who attended enjoyed authentic 
German beer, pretzels, bratwurst, music and      
festive dancing.  

 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO  
OUR 12TH NIGHT SPONSORS 

 

  
                     Krouse Travel 

                       Gold Sponsor    
 
         Dan and Trudy Waltersdorff  
                         Silver Sponsor 
 
 

           
       York County Economic Alliance 
                         Bronze Sponsor 
       
       
 
 
 
     

    Printed by Atlas Rubber Stamp & Printing 

               
 

 
 

    * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
YTA German Exchange News from Hank Groat 
 

We are currently planning a one week adult exchange 
with Leinfelden-Echterdingen, Germany for the end 
of June, beginning of July 2025.  The week long trip 
will include the weekend of June 27, 28, 29.  We will 
be hosted in the homes of our   German friends and 
taken on many excursions throughout our stay. 
 

LE was formed from 8 smaller towns to make what is 
now Leinfelden-Echterdingen.  It is located just south 
of Stuttgart in the beautiful state of Baden-
Wurttemberg, the Swabian region of Germany. It  
is about one hour south of Frankfurt and about an 
hour north of the Black Forest region. 
 
Please let me know as soon as possible if you are in-
terested in joining us on this trip! I can be reached at 
717-332-1407 or hankgroat@yahoo.com 
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Eighteen German adults and 3 
children from Leinfelden-
Echterdingen, Germany arrived 
in York on August 29th to meet 
their YTA host  families and 

begin a week filled with adventures.  The morning 
of August 30th, the group met at Yorkôs Colonial 
Courthouse.  They learned about Yorkôs role in 
US history, met Mayor Helfrich, and were each 
given a tote bag donated by Explore York. This 
was followed by a guided tour of the Gates House 
and Plow Tavern, and a self-guided tour of the 
new, York History Center.  The remainder of the 
day was spent with host families.  

 
Saturday, August 31st, the group traveled by bus 
to Hillwood Mansion located outside of Washing-
ton, DC.  After a delicious lunch the group was 

transported to the mall area to walk around,      
explore the Native American Museum and other 
places of interest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

German Adult Exchange to York, PA  
August 29th to September 5th, 2024 

Sunday, September 1st the group met at Boordy 
Winery in Hydes, Maryland for a winery tour and 
picnic.  During the tour they learned how grapes 
are harvested and processed, then tasted samples 
of great wine while sharing charcuterie snacks 
provided by YTA members.   

Labor Day Monday was a day to relax and spend 
time with host families.  Tuesday, September 2nd 
the group went to Gettysburg and toured the new     
Beyond the Battle Museum providing interactive 
experiences and filled with artifacts telling the 
story of the people who lived in Gettysburg     
during the Civil War.   

After a picnic lunch, there was time to explore the 
battlefields before heading to the Eisenhower   
National  Historic Site. The group was fortunate 
to have a Park Ranger open the home for our 
group to take a self-guided 
tour and see where the 34th       
President of the United 
States, Dwight David     
Eisenhower, met with 
world leaders and where he 
and his wife Mamie lived 
when they left the White 
House in 1961.  
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Thursday morning, September 5th, we said good-
bye to our German friends as they departed for 
Philadelphia to catch a plane back to Germany. A 
big thank you to everyone who hosted, arranged 
excursions, and participated in events.  It was a 
wonderful whirlwind week filled with memories 
that will last a lifetime. 

September 4th was a busy 
day.  The group went to 
Indian Steps museum in 
Airville, PA.  After a tour 
of the museum, the group 

joined in fun dances  
performed by Native 
American Dancers from 
the Piscataway Nation. 
It was a great experience 
for YTA members and 
our German guests 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A farewell pasta bar dinner was held that evening 
for our German guests their host families, and  
other friends including Mayor Michael Helfrich. 
YTA members, Jack Grim and Kyle Groft were 
our chefs for the evening.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

German Adult Exchange (continued) 

Photos courtesy of: 
 Judith Englert -  

Indian Steps Museum 
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German Student Exchange to York, PA  
October 11th to 26th, 2024 

Sixteen students and two adult chaperones from  
Leinfelden-Echterdingen (LE), Germany were 
welcomed to the USA by YTA Co-Presidents 
Doug & Betty Stein upon arrival at Dulles airport 
then transported by bus to a meeting place in 
Spring Grove.  Host families were excited to 
greet them and start two weeks of adventures   
together. Weekends were spent with host families 
who took them on a variety of adventures. 
Throughout the weekdays, YTA members kept 

the German group busy by taking them to visit 
many places including Hershey Chocolate World, 
shopping at Hershey Outlets, Indian Echo      
Caverns, Gettysburg, and the Lancaster Amish  

 
 
 
 
 
Farmhouse.  The group picnicked at Lititz Park 
then learned how to make pretzels at the Sturgis 
Pretzel factory. Grant money from Hanover 
Samôs Club and York Walmart allowed the group 
to take a bus trip to Washington, D.C. The group 
took a walking tour of York stopping at Yorkôs 

Colonial Court 
House, the Gates 
and Plow Tavern, 
the York History 
Center, and lunched 
at Central Market. 
They made soap at 
Sunrise Soap,     

visited Mayor Helfrich at City Hall, and also took 
photos of murals in Royal Square.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
A big thank you to Explore York for donating 
beautiful canvas bags to our visitors! Students 
and chaperones spent one  morning shadowing 
students and professors at York College,  

 


